A History of the Corner Store

By Lawrel Eilfs aml Stwart Sirothman

FURTHER READING:

[There has been a genersl merchandise store on the gie of the
Puaney General S
ovge 200 wears

¢, and padaibily b the sae bdbding, lor

& Rebulldlag from Org A l.||“l'|t§r ol the atore™s relubrth

» T mouny awoners of the Pirdoey Geserul Store since 1 786
T land on which the spore stands was arginnkly pam of ik

twe-pero sawmil]l property when Charles Bathan was sabl o

wid acres o Samue] Works

have eeected the firet sawrmill in i'-.|l:n.'.y circh 1765, Shorily before his-death ja 1793, Kaihan sold
of Westmorelind wha mmde a profit of six pounds when he sold the prroel o Williom Sergesmt of Baommenston and Jommehom
Sxrgoant of Ware, Massnchusetts the same vear

Betwien 179 and 1799 Willinm Satgeant and hils partner
Fotm UiettTm Pkl w pew stote “which stands on the casiesly
side of the stage road ool searly oppasite John Goodwin's

dwelling bease™ [the vurrent Putney Tavern], Willism and
Jahs also Baili & haiiery ulmr clone by which thared &
“common door verd.” Al thal time the “couniy moad™ leading

morth crossed Seckeis Brook & fow vands seem of the s

An Johs Crriftin has prey ioesly o

1 & sboes ”nl;!:h'l;f

et Putney Central Se

wcruss from the ¢ Fdinee § - WE
poess that Crruffim mn the new sore wivile Sarpeant ran the
sqwimill. (itifTin doexn’y appear 14 have been 4 good tasineis
mun, or periaps jos had o wsie for the Woo-expensive, as he
wuflered severnl Judgmenik against hrmoat different times
When Sargenal came Go hit sid for the sam of 5550 in 17794
Graffin gave ham, utle 1w the following: “one case of drawers
1y valued @ S 3 one clock. . 540 three beds. S0 one
wtallion bore. . S100: one bay, two Freach hortes and dac colt

COMIAE two yreTs old md tag oows. 5200

Cerpifim g0l his half-rderesl o tlye stoee and land (o Sangeant

m March of FRO1 for S2E0C Four doys later Sargeunt sold the
whole parcel for 370 10 the panmensbep of § Samuel) Chendles
endl {Levi) Bigelow. Chasdler lates removed 1o Woodsiock and Bigelow 1o Derby, [caving theit sgent Benjambn Smith ih (bharge

of their several aperalions in Pabiey

ln B81E Semith mongaged all of Chmdler & Biglows Putney boldings [inoluding the store pareel, o “danillers,” “ofl milL"

atmill epoa’” and “annery bark boge™) for $3,033.55 w0 Santon and Spelman of Boston who forsclossd in |R15. By 1819,
|

Smith h
For Else new paper miill bt retnaned ihe sioere weil] 1829 His deed

roncquirod most of the propertics in lus ovwn name. He then sold the exstern (sawmill) por T ihe original twa acnos

Kicgied 1hat {1 was the “wpne sio: 1d shied which | huve

ocdupicd [or many vears past”

In PR23 Ass Keves 2nd, Bsrael Keyves, and Joel Keyes (all of T

Mutmey b anil Axas Briton of Chestorfield, Mew Hompahire !
bowght the stoee "in irust™ for James Keyes and fsane Groud al
a price of 3850, Crour relingueshed hls inferest i Keyes an

April of 1326 shorely biler purehasi
farmerty the Putney Co<op, curcently the Silver Fones store) T

from Fhineas White

i il mee Do the wes)

In FR3T lames Kayes, who also awned the wonlen mill,
signed the comer store over o David Chamdler and Juhn
Smith, “gssigeres of James Keyed in et 1 pay hrs
creditors,'” For S1200. At1hat time ot was-called "the Whaie

Saoee.”

lm 1835, Peyion K. Chandler paid 51200 for the propeny and
within u sl desded i 2o Duvid Chandier (or 513000 A bond
and Johm B, Miler in 1839 for
the " Wesil andd of ihe PR, Chandler Store 1ot ™ The new stoee

Wik n;ncd with T A, Whee!

[the former Melbon®s Store, now’ OfTenmgs ) was deedel with

“all mock m made, gomds snd merchandizz™ 10 Foser A
Wheelerin 1841,

In’ ER46 thie corner store’s title wak ranafered 1o Peyton B Chandlér and Rollin W, Keyes, who were operatmg the stond as
“Chandler & Keyes,” ai u price of 31300 Caban W, Keyes pacd the game price m 1350 and ook Haynes £ Baker of Newfane on

e g partnor vin S 00 mortgage. “F, K. Chamdler & Co also sold “Baker & Keyes" the Farrbanks Hay Scales

Alexis B. Hewatl bought the property and one half the business ncluding one half of the Forbanks Hay Scales in LEST Tor 1200
Hewiil continugd & basmess partnership wiith Baker nnd Infer Austm F. Kelley, ln VARZ Hewiit and b wite Abigaal sold the

arrer Stere’” and “pne Howes Hoy Scale™ to Herhert E. Wheat fpr $1,700

Im 1286, Whedt sold one balf inte i the stoqe, Borseshed

und shop over the borseshied o Adelben M. Corser Tfor

Loh2 A0 In 1R85, Corser and his wife Mmrie hought the
remmmining half for 3950, Fromn this ore oo thene 15 no shortage
of photographs, as Corser was n nctive photogmpher. Mamy
of hix glass plate negutives mnd phodos are now i the
posession of Mutney Historical Sociery (FHS) and svailable

for maaking primls

In 1985, the "AM. Corser Store™ hecame the “5:1. Davis
Store” operated by Siman and Nyrn Davis, previousiy of
The Drivis” Beld tie oo
peoprietorship of 32 years. In 1949 i bévarne “Cummings

Westing

Store”™ run by Oscar and Bessic Commangs In |966 11 was

*Flekoit's Genersl Store™ owned by Albert and Mary Ficken
In 1974 Rober and Anne Fairchild and Temily, formerly of

Braitlebara, begen their ora on the curmer o “Pitasy General

Stoee.” Atfter 26 years of propaictorship the Paiechilds trrmed the Xeys over 1o Toan Mimik snd Shasi Glledman in 20040

Dran Mitnik 2abd the bagincss 1o Erlsan Oge and Tuges Okamus o 2006, making teem the §Bth ewnes of the loatone Polney

bunlness. They hired & muiager, while sinilisnesusly menaging Puiney Yilloge Flees, across Rle 3, from the sore. Then, dissster

atrock — wt%52 pon. on Saturday. May 3, 208, the call came in 1o the Patney Fire Departmoen the General Stone was ablaze

Evea belore the fice, running the buginess had oot been casy.
It's hird whitn thesa's g Price Chopper, o Hannafisrd, usd a
Wal-Mnarl.™ acconding 1o D Mitnik. Qo noted that hetween

thi gad praces and bad wieners, with lide sroowe nnd few
totrists, many busineszes have hail a kard fime Mimmik said,
=1 hope the Genoral Store comet back. 11’ cénainly the centor

uf Prtney i caltors! and-socal hob ™

Ope xalil there was po explanntion for the fiee; Mitmk said

there was “definitely old wiring io the building,” and Pumey
fire chief Tom Goddard sald it wos "t suspeious. ™ Ing tom
iof baud lpck, a sprinkler xystem was recedtly installed, b i

i 1he attic where the Tiee apparently sarbed

{n Jume, Oge sabd be expected the msurmnee “moy cover alson
holf the inventory,” but as for the building, he had no iden He
:r-nué;'nl that | & few weels, they'd gl cEtimates) “I"d fike 10

rebudld,™ e said ai thal ime, il | know i1 poing so vk &
lot of meaoey.”

A posd o the bwn s site, iPalney.com, gaiil Town M.u:.,pﬂ
Chris Rysn repawted "o greal ouipoy

cers, bodly

ing of volunt

with hands-on construcfion abilities as well as ok willing 1o

lend & hnnd with Npdmg appropriaie granss und o

tbeir desire to rebunld, wifh wik of

er tasks, . 1t scems that there 1= grewt commumity suppor for ibe owners i
v the cauee, i1 pedesmmry ' Clearly, there was & desire o have the Pamey

undruiners 1o he

Creneral Blore gracing the village center again, nlong with the towm green, the Puiiney Tavemn, the Puiney Paper mill, the P

[Dureer, amil the Tows Hall

Dge nodedl, 1 Jove the lnkiing: s why | boaght i1." He later added, "5t doesn'L matier who owns il — Putney peeds it

sbore "

Since then, former Scleciboard member endd curremt boand member of the
Patngy Thistoricsl Society, Lyssa Paparian, in helping Oge jo veekl granis ansd
t phaiements, determimed that i might he best if a nonprofit stepped up to
takee owmership and thereby become eligible for state and odker grani

sourced. The Puiney Historical Sociely took up this cherge, and with the belp of
Pau] Broha of the Preservation Trust of Yermaonl, purchased an ophon m laiz
by the propesrty for 105,000 by Detober [, 2008

Aligu

In September 2008 PHS mised spproximately S 10006 in commmmity

donaiions, and securéd choriioble gusmmntors ke back a laon of 51 00 D0 for

oeguisition of tie property, PHE also has plans fora funber lian, 4o that
stabilizition of the property (cleaming i out, putiing i o new frame ontd rood)
can pecur mght sway, From there, theve are different aptions for the nexy phass
of renevation, bul PHS s commiited o reatoring & genomal merchanadise siore o
tho hustond boilding. After threo sépatntc meoiings, including 15 annual
meeting at the Community Center in which there was very sineng, suppi from

member, o subscquent sk force meoting. and & formasl PHE bonrd mecting on
Seprember 27, FHS has decided 1o move ahewd with ncquasitron and siabilizanon, We are shonly w be tho | 5th owners of the

warnar snare!

i ¥ aewaletrer fn 2R much off

Note: Mot of rhix article

v vest wars pachitched by Snoare Steovhmam (i The Commons, i
RLITHL



